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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
In teaching socia~ studies, as in other phases of educe. tion and 
experience, we mast remember that the greatest and most important single 
aspect of nature is variability. No two people are exactly alike .. 
'Wesley says, *'Students differ among themselves in physical developlilent, 
emotional growth, intellectual ability, interest, experiences, ideals, 
socio-economic backgrounds and in numerous other ways.tt1 
In order to make provisions for these individual differences, a 
good. social studies curriculum should include a variety of motivating 
activities to insure a tasteful and interesting learning process. 
How are we to know what is .tastefUl and interesting? We must go 
to the source to get the answer and the children, themselves, .are the 
source. Through knowledge of their interests and preferences, better 
social studies programs can be planned and put irito use. 
Statement~~ problem. The purpose of this study is to 
discovert 
1. The subject preferences of seventh grade pupils 
2. The .preferences of s.eventh grade children for certain 
social studies activities. 
· ~dgar B. Wesley, Teaching Social Studies 1!1: High Schools (Bos-
ton: D. G. Heath and Company, 1950), P• 193. · 
• -··.3. The most popul.ar of all these activities in social studies 
4. The differences, it aey, ot likes and dislikes of boys and 
girls in various subject areas and activities 
Importance ,2: the Stud:r. Social studies has long been low on 
3, 
the ladder or education.· -Res.earch in this area points out Ill8.lly reasons 
for the apparent lack of appeal broilght to bear on a field which has had 
to take the place .of' the home iD. bringing the outside world to our young 
people. "School must relate itself' in significant ways to the life that 
l 
surrounds it. tt · 
Some of' the reasons for this cli-ag on. social studies may be ·:i,mo.. 
proper time spans, poor text-books, and meaningless materials. In this 
. study, an attempt is being :made: 
19 To dete~ the subject prefer.enees of 876 seVenth grade 
boys and· gfrls in se~eral. subUrban towns of Massachusetts 
2. To learn the feeling's of these pupils .about certain social · 
studies aetivit:l.es 
3. To determine favorite activities 
. . . 
4. To compare with a similar study,2 on a fifth grade level on 
likes and dislikes for social studies activities 
l ~Social Studies Curriculum. The Bulletin l2!: the 
National CcuncU for !2 Social Studies: 1934 .. p .. 25 
2 . . . . . . 
David P.. Duval, "Preferences of Fifth Grade Children for Certain 
SoeialStudies Activities1t {unpublished :Master's thesis, Boston Univer-
sity School of' ~ucation,.l952), 52 pp .. 
•• 
• 
CHAPTER n 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
• 
• 
CHAPTER II 
.REVIEW OF LITERATU:BE 
With the advent of .a new era .in our already complex lives, our 
educational system hS.s been hurled illto the eyes of the world as W'8S 
our explorer onto the doormat of space.. Competitive gains of other 
world powers has compelled us to evaluate our. system of education., ])a]:l.. 
ing the past fif't7 years, ot.ir American education has undergone an evi-
dent transition. Some of these new thoughts are now practiced da!ly. 
In a comparative study done by Duval in 1952, it is interesting 
to quote .him as saying, "Gone are the days when pupils kept ·quiet and 
. 1 
learned; they now learn s.s they build, talk, sing, act, and play." 
Some of the reasons for these changes in our picture of education 
• • < < 2 < 
are pointed out by one authority who said they stem from.: 
a.. The growing awareness of individual dirferel;lces 
b. Increased understanding of the importance of stages·of 
growth in learning 
c. A greater knowledge of the interrelatedness of growth aspects 
d. Relating educatioDB.l programs to community problems and 
social change 
Realizing social studies as a phase of general education, ~t too 
has taken on a modern profile .. 
lnuval; ,gn.. ill· , P• 14. 
2 , "'!'he Teacher of the Social Studies·" ~ Bnl J etin 
_2l the National Cemncll for ~ Social Studies, 23rd year book (1952) , 
p. 17. < < 
• 
6 
OUr homes do not tend to be as closely bound as in previous years 
l. 
and as Wrightstone and Campbell have related. Today, the family is no 
l.onger .the center o:r the simple indust~, and the social activities that 
it was, and so the school has taken over the duty of instruction in 
these respects. 
Through field trips, . audio-visual aids and many. other types of 
activities, the school bad-made it possible for the child to get ade-
quate knowledge of our social and industrial processes. 
With the added burden and responsibility placed on our social 
studies curriculum and With the< task of now having to 1bce greater .flidi-
vidual differences, it is most important that curriculum developers be 
fruittul in planning a variable and· versatile ·program. Repetitions of 
work experiences should be .avoided in order to present interesting and 
2 
motivating situations.· In Wesleyts opinion, the most important funda-
mental condition for learning is interest, Without which no learning 
would occur. 
There are many activities which are usefUl in promoting situa-
tions in social studies, but each one of these activities should be 
judged by the following criteria:3 
1Jacob w. Wrightstone and Do&.k s. Campbell, Social Studies ~ 
the American Wa:.r of ~ (Evanston, Illinois: Row, Peterson and Com-
pany', 1942), p. 195. . . 
2 Edgar B. Wesley/ Teaching the Social Studies (Boston: D •. c .. 
Heath and Company, 1942J, p. 63. · 
3 , ttimproving the Social. Studies Curriculum.•• The Bulle-
tin for the National Council for the Social Studies, 26th year book 
(1955); p. 79. . 
1. Are the topics or problems motivating mental inquiry', pur-
posE3ful study, progress in meaningful problem solving and 
interesting class discussion? · 
2. Are these topics helping children to discover and learn im-
. portant £acts ~ uriderstandings .·which they will use? 
3. Do the activities contribt1te to development in social lit-
eracy- and intergroup maturity?' 
4• Will the classroom work assist pupils in gaining a correla-
tion to the communit,y? · 
5. Does the time period allow :tar children to examine their 
personal and socialva.lues, attitudes and prejudices? 
6~ Does the ·activity contribute to achieving the desired goals 
or objectives? · · 
In the organization o£ a program of social studies on the junior 
high school level, thE) issue today is to seek an end to the over-loading 
of the programs •. This over~ioading was ·prevalent •.in the past because 
this level of education was the stopping point for many young people. 
Today, with the law demanding compulsory education until' the age of six-
teen years, there is no need to overload the seventh and eighth grade 
curriculums because these yciung people will have more of an opportunity-
. .· . . 1 
to acquire this knowledge than did their parents and grandparents. 
We can see how times have changed our thoughts on education. In 
an earlier study, ·JacksonZ concluded that there was wide pupil interest 
1 
, ltBuilding CurriculUm in Social Studies £or the Pub-
lic Schools of Callrornia.tt The Bulletin o:r the California State Depart-
ment o:r Education (May, l957r,-p. 69. •. · · 
··~garet M. Jackson, ... Children's Interests in Activities in 
Their Social Studies Classes, Grade VIIIt (unpublished Master's thesis, 
Boston University' School of Education, 1942}, pp .. 35-36. 
• in social studies activities, but lll8lly students had not participated in 
many of the activities presented~ Listening activities were most popu-
lar, while oral ones were least appealing~ 
Today, we have and use man;y different media and techniques for 
presenting facts.. If' we are not able to get the facts to the student,. 
then we take the student to the facts.. Moffatt1 says, tt ••• no oomnmni ty 
is so small or so isolated that the. social studies teacher cannot plan 
one or more excursions that will be both practical and valuable. n In 
our mobile type o£ society today, this activity seems to hold a high 
place in selection of activities by students. It takes the sit and 
listen attitude away from our schools. 
Another activity which has a great deal o£ favoritism is the 
group type wh9re children can work together. Modern educators believe 
that boys and girls learn much by working together in groups. They feel 
that working together becomes more fun when the worker is a member of a 
team..2 
What is appealing to one student may not be so to another and un-
daubted~ will change in years to come. So, by conducting surveys on 
social studies activities in the future, we llley" be better able to supp~ 
interesting activities to future social studies curriculums. 
lMa.urice · P. Moffatt, Social Studies Insin-uations (New York: 
Prentice-Hall~ Inc., 1950), P• 335 .. · 
2Forest E. Long and Helen Halter., Social Studies Skills (New 
York: Inor Publishing Com~, Inc., 1954), p. ·51. 
. 
CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
.CHAPTER III 
PROOEDURE 
A ch~ck list was used to obtain the information necessary to pre-
sent an adequate picture on the study. The form used in the study was 
almost identical with one employed in a previous fifth grade study.1 
The only changes were the inser~ion of additional school subjects thus 
bringing the total to 11. Item. 34 was reworded. 
. . 
. . 
The check.list contained various subject areas and also thirty-
eight items on which tm children were to indicate their preferences by" 
circling one or the following for each activity: 
X I have not dona this 
L I like it very lllllch 
N I neither 1ike nor dislike it 
D I dislike it very- lll1lch 
Accompanying eaeh set of check lists was a group of instructions 
to the teacher for presentation and purpose. The check list had three 
basic parts to be completed: 
1. Show first, second, and third choice of school subjects 
2. Show by circling one or the letters X, L, N, or D the in-
; . 
3. 
dication or feeling about certain social studies activities 
Show tl:ie three favorite choices ot activities by placing the 
numbers 1, 2, and 3 in front or the respective items. 
This check list was presented to. 876 seventh grade boys and girls 
in several small conmnm:ities surrGUllding the city or Boston, Massachusetts. 
11 
• 
·cHAPTER ·IV 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
• CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
Table I shows a wide range of interests o£ seventh grade children 
with seven activities holding a decided edge of first choices. The 
items which were most selected· were: Item 37, take a trip to the museum 
in connection with the unit; Item 35; see films, filmstrips and slides 
about the unit; Item 4, work in committees on a project or assignment; 
Item 13, draw a map and show products, important cities, etc.; Item 26, 
find a play and aet it out; Item 15, make a relief map using materials 
such as salt 1 £lour, etc.; Item 30, make individual booklets on the 
.. 
unit. The item discussed above acquired a substantial majority of first 
choices of 876 seventh grade children. 
A comparison o£ boys' and girls' likes in Tables II and III 
. . 
showed a definite similarity with the exception of Items 24 and 30. 
Girls liked to act ·out plays and_make booklets much more than boys did. 
Boys displayed a greater liking for seeing films and filmstrips and also 
for taking a trip to. the museum. 
14 
• TABLE I 
PREFERENCES OF 876 SEVENTH GRADE .CHILDREN FOR 
THIRTY-EIGHT SOCIAL STUDIE~ ACTIVITIES '. 
ITEM 1ST CHOICE. 2ND CHOICE 3RD CHOICE 
1 10 2 4 
2 9 3 7 
3 13 21 11 
4 58 35 39 
5 10 9 14 
6 19 27 25 
7 4 11 17 
8 2.3 28 .37 
9 5 .3 3 
10 8 6 10 
11 9 12 11 
12 .. g ·. 14 16 
1.3 49 48 .36 
14 14 .31 25 
15 41 28 52 
16 7 .3 6 
17 2 14 1.3 
18 0 2 3 
• 19 
0 .1 3 
20 .3 2 .3 
21 2 5 2 
22 .·1. .3 4 
2.3 . ,3 ; ~ . 1.3 . 16 
24 .,1..3 ... 22 21 
25 5 . .. '16 •.. 10 
26 46 .3.3 .33 
27 5 16 18 
28 6' 2.3 21 
29 0 
.. 2 5 
.30 . 41 . .39 . .36 
.31 1 4 9 
.32 14 18 27 
3.3 .32 25 44 
34 18 10 18 
35 ·124 127 80 
36. 8 .33 22 
.37 168 7S 71 
.38 21 33 28 
76 were discounted..because of. improper procedure 
· · on the part ot the students 
lc ,J 
-
TABLE n-
. '· 
.. 
PW'EBENCES OF 430 SEVENTH-GRADE BOYS FCR 
THIRTY-El:qRT .SOOIAL STUDIES· ~CTimiES 
ITEM 1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE 3BD CHOICE 
1 3 ~ ,; 0 2· 
2 6 2 3 
.3 7 9 7 
4 23 15 22 
5 6 •· 2 5 
6 5 12 l.O 
7 3 ·. 6 11 
8 s 17 20 
9 1 1 2 
10 4 2 6 
11 4 6 3 
12 7 11 11 
13 22 21 23 
l.4 7 . 17 17 
15 15 16 28 
].6 3 1 3 
17 ·0 6 4 
• 
_].g 0 l. 1 
19 0 1 3 
20 . 1· 0 2 
21 0 2 2 
22 1 2 3 
23 0 6 5 
24 -3 8 11 
25 0 •• 6 3 
26 12 10 ll 
27 1 4 6 
28 3 9 12 
29 0 0 4 
30 .8 9 11 
31 .1 0 6 
32 4 . 6 9 
.33 13 8 19 
34 10 6 9 
35 81 72 35 
36 6 21 11 
37 101 .42 30 
38 J.e 30 17 
. 43 · were discounted because or improper procedure 
on the part of the students 
1,... tJ 
-
TABLE III 
.... 
PREFERENCES OF 446. SEVENTH GRADE GIR.I8 FCR 
THIRTY-EIGHT SOOI4L STUDIES.AOTIVITIES 
.. ... 
-.-,. 
ITEM 1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE 3RD CHOICE 
1 7 3 2 
2 3 1 4 
3 6 12 4 
4 35 20 17 
5 ·4 '1 9 
6 14 15. 15 
'l 1 5 6 
8 .· 15 ll 17 
9 4 2 1 
10 4 4 4 
11 5 6 s 
12 l 3 5 
13 27 .. 27 13 
14 1 14 g 
15 26 12 . 24 
16 4 2 3 
17 2 g 9 
• 18 0 
1 2 
19 0 0 0 
20 2 2 1 
21 2 3 0 
22 o. l. l. 
23 3 7 ll 
24 l.O 14 l.O 
25 5 10 7 
26 34 23 22 
27 4 12 12 
28 3 14 9 
29 0 2 1 
30 33 30 25 
31 0 4 3 
32 l.O 12 18 
33 19 1.7 25 
.34 8 4 9 
35 43 55 45 
36 2 12 ll 
37 67 _. 36 41 
38 3 3 l.l. 
33 were discounted because or i:mproper procedure 
. on the part or the _students 
• 
17 
Table IV shows the percent in preference categories of 876 seventh 
grade children for tbirt,y-eight social studies activities. In this 
table it is interesting to note that items 35 and 37 held 36.5% of first 
choices for boys and girls. Next we have; closely arrayed, but far less 
popillar than the above-mentioned activities, items 4, 13, 15, 26, 30 and 
33 which combine to make up 33.30% of the f~t choices. 
An examination of Tables V and VI substantiate . that boys pre-
ferred items 35 and 37 approximately twice as .mu.ch as girls. These two 
activities were watching films.t';t"ips and taking field trips. The girls 
held a percentage·· edge ·over boys in. liking items denoting committee 
work, reporting, quiz contest,· drawing maps, making material :maps, act-
ing out plays' making bookle.ts and working .on a lllllral. 
18 
-
TABLE IV 
PERCENT IN PREFERENCE CATEGORIES OF 876 SEVENTH GRADE 
CHILDBEN FOR i'HIRTY-Eic;fllT SOCIAL .STUDIES ACTIVITIES 
-. 
ITEM 1ST PER CENT 2ND PER CENT 3BD PER GENT 
1 10 1.2; 2 .25 4 .;o 
2 9 1.12 3 .37 7 ,87 
3 13 1.62 21 2~62 11 1.37 
4 58 7.25 35 4.37 39 4.87 
5 10 1.25 9 1.12 14 1.75 
6 19 2,.34 . 27 3.37 25 3.12 
7 4 .;o ].]. 1.37 17 2.12 g 23 2.88 28 3.50 37 4.62 
9 5 .62 3 .37 3 .37 
10 8 1;.QO 6 .75 10 1.25 
11 9 1.12 12 1.50 ].]. 1.37 
12 8 1.00 14 1.75 16 2.00 
1.3 49 6.13 48 6.00 .36 4.50 
l4 14 1.75 31 3.12 25 . 3.12 
15 4l 5.13 28 3.50 52 6.50 
16 7 .87 3 • .37 6 .75 
17 2 .25 14 1.75 13 1.62 
.18 0''\ 2 .25 .3 .. .37 ,,.
19 0 1 .12 3 • .37 . 
20 3 • .37 2 .25 3 • .37 
21 2 .25 5 .62 2 .25 
22 1 .12 3 .37 4 .;o 
2.3 .3 • .37 1.3 . 1.62 ' 16 2.00 
24 1.3 1.62 22 2.75 21 2.62 
25 5 .62 16 2.00 10 1.25 
26 46 5.75 3.3 4 .. 12 33: 4.12 
27 5 .62 16 2.00 18 2.25 
28 6 .75 23 2.87 21 2.62 
29 0 2 .25 5 .62 
.30 4l 5.13 .39 4.87 36 4.50 
31 1 .12 4 .50 9 1.12 
32 14 1 .. 75 18 2.25 27 3.37 . 
33 32 4.00 25. 3.12 44 5.50 
.34 18 2.25 10 1.25 18 2.25 
.35 124 15.50 127 15.87 80 10.00 
36 8 1 .. 00 33 . 4.12 22 2.75 
.37 168 21.00 78 9.75 71 8.87 
38 21 2.62 3.3 4.12 2tl . 3.50 
13 
0 TABLEV 
PERCENT. IN PREFERENCE ·CATEGORIES OF 430 SEVENTH GRADE BOYS 
THIRTY~EIGBT SOQIAL STUDIES ACTIVITIES 
. . ... 
ITEM 1ST PER CENT 2ND PER CENT· 3RD PER CENT 
1 3 .78 0 2 .52 
2 6. 1.55 2 .52 3 .. 78 
3 7 1.81 9 2.33 7 1.81 
4 23 5.96 15 3.88 22 5 .. 70 
5 6 1.55 2 .52 5 1.29 
6 ; 1.29 ·12 3.11 10 2.60 
7 3 .78 6 1.55. ll 2.85 
8 8 2 .. 06 17 4.40 . 20 5.20 
9 1 .. 26 l. .26 2 .52 
10. 4 1.,00 2 .52 6 1 .. 55 
ll 4 1.00 6. 1.55 .3 .78 
12 7 1.81 11 2.8; ll 2.8; 
13 22 5.70 21 5.44 23 5.96 
14 7 1.~n 17 4·40 17 4.40 
15 15 3.88 16 4 .. 14 28 7.2; 
16 3 .. 78 "1 .26 .3 .78 
• 17 0 6 1.55 4 1.00 18 0 l .26 l .26 19 0 1 .26. 3 .78 
20 1 .26 0 2 .52 
21 0 2 .. 52 2 .52 
22 1 .26 2 .52 3 .78 
23 0 6 1.55 5 1.29 
24 3 .78 8 2.06 ll 2.85 
25 0 6 1•55 3 .78 
26 l2 3.ll 10 2.60 ll 2.85 
27 1 .26 4 1.00 6 1.55 
28 3 .,78 9 2.,33. 12 3.11 
29 0 0 4 1.00 
30 8 2.06 9 2.33 11 2.85 
31 1 .26 0 6 1.55 
32 4 1,.00 6 1.55 9 2.33 
3.3 13 3.37 8 2.06 19 4.92 
34 10 ·2.60 6 1.55 9 2.3.3 
35 8:L 20 •. 90 72 18.60 35 9.05 
,36 6 1.55 21 5.44 11 2.85 
.37 101' 26.20 42 10 .. 85 30 7.80 
,38 18 4.67 30 7.80 17 4.40 
• 
0Q 
''· 
:e TABlE VI 
PERCEN.r IN PREFERENCE CATEGOO.IES OF 446 SEVENTH GRADE GIRLS 
FOR THIRTY-EI~. SOCIAL STUDIES ACTIVITIES 
n'EM 1ST PER OENT 2ND PER OENT 3RD PER CENT 
1 7 1.70 2 .49 2 .49 
2 3 .73 1 .24 4 .97 
3 6 1.45 12 2.91 4 .97 
4 35 8.49 20 4.86 17 4.13 
5· 4 .97 7 1.70 9 2.19 
6 14 . 3.40 15 3.64 15 3.64 
7 1 .• 24 5 1.21. 6 1.45 
8 15 .3.64 ll 2.67 17 4.13 
9 4 .97 2 .49 1 .24 
10 4 .97 4 .97 4 .97 
11 5 1.21 6 1.45 8 1.94 
12 1 .24 3 .73 5 1.21 
13 27 6.55 .27 6.55 13 3.16 
14 7 1.70 14 3.40 8 1.94 
15 26 6 .. 30 l2 ~.91 24 5.83 
16 4 .97 2 -49 3 .73 
• 
17 2 .49 8 1.94 9 2.19 
18 0 1. .24 2 .49 
19 0 0 0 
. 20. 2 .49 2 ·49 l .24 
21 2 .49 3 .73 0 
22 0 1 .24 1 .24 
23 3 .• 7'J 7 1.70 11 2.67 
24 10 2.40 14 3.40 10 2.40 
25 5. 1 .. 21 10 2.40 7 1.70 
26 34 8.25 23 5.58 22 5.35 
27 '~4 .97 12• 2.91 12 2.91 ... 
28 3 .73 14 3.40 9 2.19 
29 0 '2 .49 l .24 
30 33 s.oo 30 7.28. . 25 6.06 
31 0 4 .97 3 .73 
32 10 2.40 12 2.91 18 4.37 
33 19 4.62 17 4.13 25 6.06 
34 9 1.94 4 .97 9 2.19 
35 43. 1G .• 43 55 13.32 45 10.90 
36 2 •49 12 2.91 11 2.67 
37 67 16.20 36 . 8.74 4l 9.92 
38 3 .73 3 .73 11 2.67 
• 
h studying Tables VII, VIII and IX, it is quite evident that 
multi-sensory aids held a high appeal for seventh grade children. See-
ing films, .filmstrips and taking trips to the museum were first and 
second choices .for both boys and girls. This helps to justify' the 
transition from a sit and listen type of education to a mnch more stimu-
lating group of learning experiences developed through active partioipa-
ti~n and observation ~ the student. 
Least popular of the 10 most liked activities for girls was item 
14 which was filling in an outline map. Least popular of the 10 most 
liked activities for the boys was item4 which consisted of committee 
projects • 
• 
TABLE VII 
TEE TEN SOCIAL STUDIES ACTIVITIES MOST OFTEN CHOSEN AS LIKED 
BY. 876 SEVENTH GRADE CHILDREN 
IT.EM: 
35 
37 
12 
13 
11 
4 
'1 
36 
34 
l4 
RANK ITEM NUMBER FREQUENCY 
1 35 737 
2 37 597 
3 12 576 
4 13 539 
5 11 527 
6 4 512 
7 7 497 
8 36 484 
9 34 474 
10 l4 468 
See films, filmstrips .and slides about the unit 
Take a trip to the :nmsenm in connection with the unit 
Study- maps of the colintey being talked about 
Draw a map and show products, important cities, etc. 
Learn new words 
Work in committees on a project or assignment 
Listen to repo~ts 
Discuss film, filmstrips and slides about the unit 
Have discussions led by classmates. 
Fill in an outline map 
ITEM: 
• 35 
37 
12 
36 
13 
7 
ll 
34 
.38 
4 
TABLE VIII 
THE ·TEN SOCIAL STUDIES ACTIVITIES MOST OFTEN CHOSEN 
AS LIKED BY 4.30. SEVENTH GRADE BOYS 
•. ' 
RANK ITEM NUMBER . FREQUENCY 
1. 35 374 
2 37 302 
3 12 293 
4 .39 257 
5 1.3 252 
6 7 250 
7 11 240 
Be5 .34 233 
8.5 .38 2.33 
10 4 2.30 
See .films 1 f'illns~rip$ and slides about the unit 
Take a trl.p to the museum in connection with unit 
Study maps of' the countey being talked about 
Discuss .films, filmstrips and slides about the unit 
Draw a map and show products, important cities 1 etc. 
Listen to reports 
Learn new words· 
Have discussions led b.r classmates 
Construct model's of interesting things studied 
Work in committees on a project or assignment 
2') . 0 
Tl® TEN SOOIAL STUDIES ACTIDTIES MOST OFTEN CHOSEN 
AS L::pa!ID. BY. 446. SEVENTH GRADE GIRLS 
RANK ITEM NUMBER F.REQUENOY 
l. 35 363 
2 37 295 
3.5 13 287 
3.5 ll 287 
5 12 283 
6 4 282 
7 33 258 
8 30 256 
9 27 254 
9.5 7 247 
9.5 14 247 
ITEM: 
35 See films, fiJ.lllstrips and slides about the unit 
37 Take a trip to the :musetllli. in conneetion with the unit 
13 Draw a map and show products, important cities, etc. 
ll Learn new words 
l.2 Study maps of the country being talked about 
4 Work in committees on a project or assignment 
33 Work with a group on a mural or picture 
30 ~e individual booklets on the unit 
27 Collect pictures, poems and stories to go with the 'Ollit 
7 Listen to ·reports 
14 Fill in an outline ·map 
24 
25 
Tables X, XI and XII· showed. tbS least popular activities of 876 
seventh grade boys and girls. The !"our activities heading the list of" 
dislikes of" both boys and girls were: Have short tests on the day's 
discussion; give reports to the class; prepare reports !"or the class; 
write summaries of" important ideas. 
Following the above named activities on the list of" dislikes 
f'rom. Tables X, XI and XII were items .30, .31, 2.3, 10, g and 2. These 
activities had to do with making booklets and stories, having quiz con-
tests, end o.r unit tests and using lJla.llY different social studies books. 
•
• 
. TABLE: X 
THE i'EN.·SOCIAL STUDIES ACTIVITIES MO.ST OFTEN CHOSEN 
AS DISLIKED BY, 876 SEVENTH GRADE CHILDREN 
. ~ . ', 
RANK ITEM ··NUMBER .. FREQUENCY 
1 9 245 
2- .6 . 224 
.3 ·. 22 209 
4 5 207 
5 20 192 
6.5 16 179 
6.5 .. 21 179 
g 10 15.3 
9 2.3 127 
l.O . .3<J 126 
ITEM: 
9 Have short tests on the day's discussion 
6 Give reports to"the class 
22 Write summaries of important ideas - "' -
5 · Prepare reports for the class 
20 Make individual outlines for s.tudy 
16 Read social' studies and answer . questions made by the teacher 
21 · Write out answers :to questions placed on the blackboard 
. . . . . 
10 Have a test on the mut when·it.is finished 
2.3 Make upyour. o~ stories abOut the unit 
.30 Make individual booklets on the Unit· 
2("\ ... ,, lodt. ..... 
27 
TABLE XI 
Tim TEN SOOIAL STUDIES ACTIVITIES MOST OFTEN CHOSEN 
AS DI$LIKED BY 430. SEVENTH GRADE BOYS 
' . . . - - . 
RANIC ···ITEM NUMBER FREQUENCY 
1 9 12.4 
.2 6 115 
3 .;. 112 
4 20 104 
5 . 22 9S 
6 21 93 
7 ·.16 89 
8 30. 80 
9 18 71 
10.3 2 70 
10 .. 3 10 70 
10 .. 3 31 70 
ITEM: 
. . . . . 
9 Have short tests on the day's discussion 
6 Give reports to the class 
. 5 Prepare reports .for the class 
. . . . . 
20 Make individual outlines for study · · · 
. . --· 
22 · Write summaries of·. important ideas 
21 Write out answ-ers to questions plaeed on. the blackboard 
16 Read social.studies and answer questions made b.f the teacher 
30 Make indiVidual booklets on the unit 
18 Use a question gUide made. by the· ·class for study 
2 Use 'ma.n.r differe-nt boo1ts. ·in social studies 
10 . Have a test on the uirl. t when it is finished 
31.. Make a class booklet about ;the unit 
TABLE nr 
THE 'l'EN SOCIAL STUDIES ACTIVITIES MOST OFTEN CHOSEN 
AS DIS~IKED BY 446 SEVENTH GRADE GllUS 
RANK ITEM NUMBER 
1 9 
2 22 
3 6 
4 5 
·5 16 
6 20 
7 21 
g. 10 
9 23 
10.5 2 
10.5 8 
Have short tests 'on ·the day-'~ discussion 
Write summaries of important ideas 
Give reports . to the class 
Prepare reports for the class 
FREQUENCY 
121 
111 
109 
95 
~·90 
88 
86 
83 
59 
54 
54 
Read social studies . and answer questions made ey the teacher 
Make individual outlines for study 
Write 9nt answers to questions placed on the blaCkboard 
Have a test on the unit· when it is finished. 
Make up your own stories about the unit 
Use l!lally' different books in social studies 
Have quiz contests on the most interesting facts. 
• 
• 
An examination o£ Table XIII shows it to be a comparative one. 
. . . . 
A selection of the top five activities in each of these surveys show the 
following results b.Y percentage. of first choices. 
In the Duval Study in 1952,1 the five most popular activities and 
percentages o£ first choices were as follows: A museum trip, 18.8%; see 
film, filmstrips and slides, 15 .1%; diseussion ·of film and filmstrips, 
8:;40%; collections o£ pictures, poems and stories, 7.65%; and construc-
tion of models of interesting things, 4.85%. 
. . 
In viewing this particular study for the five most selected ac-
tivities we find item 37, a museum trip first with 21%; item 35, seeing 
films and filmstrips next at 15.5%; item 4, committee work had 7 .25%; 
item 13, draw a map and show prOducts acquired 6.13%; and last o£ the 
five top selections was item 26 pertajning to acting out a play with 
5.75% • 
• 
ITEM 
1 
2 
.3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
1l 
12 
1.3 
14 
15 
16 
1.7 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
2.3 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
.30 
.31 
.32 
.3.3 
.34 
35 
,36 
.37 
.38 
•• 
TABLE nii 
COMPARISONS OF 1ST, .. 2ND AND .3RD OHOIO.ES WITH 
A .STUDY DONE PREVIOUSLl' BY DUVAL IN 1952 
1ST 195~ STUDY 2ND 1952 STUDY .3RD 
10 11 2 5 4 
9 5. .3 .3 7 
1.3 12 21 5 11 
58 17 .35 15 .39 
10 10 9 8 14 
19 11 27 1.3 25 
4 8 11 12 17 
2.3 16. 28 1.3 .37 
5 0 .3 .3 .3 
8 2 6 2 10 
9 7 12 6 11 
8 10 14 6 16 
49 14 48 14 .36 
14 21 .. 31 24 25 
41 18 28 15 52 
7 2 .3 .. 4 6 
2 .3 14 2 1.3 
0 0 2 1 .3 
0 1 1 0 .3 
.3 5 -2 2 .3 
2 0 5 6 2 
1 0 .3 0 4 
3 .3 1.3 2 16 
1.3 14 22 20 21 
5 2 16 15 10 
46 41 .3.3 42 .3.3 
5 6 16 10 18 
6 8 23 11 21 
0 0 2 0 5 
41 g .39 4 .36 
1 0 4 1 9 
14 16 18 21 27 
32 2.3 25 24 44 
18 .3 10 7 18 
124 81 127 82 80 
8 45 .3.3 .38 22 
168 101 78 67 71 
21 26 .3.3 18 28 
30 
1952 STUDY 
.3 
s 
5 
12 
.3 
11 
4 
1.3 
5 
5 
1.3 
1.3 
17 
26 
20 
5 
7 
1 
1 
.3 
.3 
2 
7 
2.3 
19 
.32 
11 
19 
1 
8 
3 
18 
22 
5 
59 
22 
67 
40 
• 
31 
Tables XIV, XV and XVI pointed out a definite agreement in the 
selection of the three most popular activities for boys and girls. Both 
boys and girls chose a trip to the nm.seum as the most popular social 
studies activity. The next most popular activity for each was seeing 
films, filmstrips and slides about the unit. The third selection, again 
identical for both boys and girls, was working in committees or on group 
assignments. 
For the rest of the most popular activities the boys and girls 
concurred generally but varied in order of preference. 
., 
"1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 .. 5 
6.5 
e 8 
9 
10 
• 
TBE TEN MOST POPULAR ACTIVITIES AS DETERMINED 
BY 1ST CHOICES OF 876 SEVENTH GR4DE·. CHILDREN 
32 
ACTIVITIES NO. OF 1ST CHOICES 
Take a trip to the museum in connection with unit 
See films, filmstrips and slides about the un.i t 
Work in conunittees on a project or assigmnant 
168 
124 
58 
Draw a map and show products, important cities, .. etc. 49 
Find a play and act · it ou.t 46 
.. 
Make a relief' map, using materials such as salt, flour, 41 
. . etc. 
I 
Make individual booklets on the unit 41 
Work witl:t &<group on a :mural or a picture 32 
Have a quiz contest on the most interesting facts 23 
Construct models of interesting things studied 21 
• 
~ 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
• 8 
9 
9.5 
9.5 
TABLE XV 
THE TEN MOST POPULAR ACTIVITIES AS DETERMINED 
BY 1ST CHOICES ~ 43.0. SEVENTH GRADE. BOYS 
ACTIVITIES NO. OF lST CHOICES 
Take a trip to the museum in connection with the uni~ lOl 
See f'ilms, .fi..l.m.fstrips and slides about. the unit 81' 
Work in committees on a project or a~signment 23 
Draw a map and show products, ilnportant cities, ete. 22 
Oonstruet models of' interesting things studied 18 
Make a relief' map using materials such as salt, £lour, 15 
etc. 
Work with a group on a mural or picture 13 
Find a p~ and act it out 12 
·· Have discussions· led by classmates :qt.o 
Make individUal booklets on the Ullit 8 
Have quiz contests.on the.most interesting f'acts 8 
31 '~ 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
e ,:,g 
9 
10 
TABLE XVI 
THE TEN MOST POPULAR ACTIVITIES AS DETERMINED 
BY lST CHOICES Of 446. SEVENTH gRADE. GIRlS 
34 
ACTIVITIES NO. OF 
1ST CHOICES 
Take a trip to the lllllSeum in connection with Ulrl.t. 67 
See films, filmstrips and slides about the unit 43 
Work in committees on a project or assignment 35 
Find a play and act it out 34 
Make individual booklets on the unit 33 
Draw a map and show products, important cities, etc • 27 
.. 
Mak~ a relief' ll!ap using materials such as salt, flour, 26 
etc. 
Work with a group on a mural or picture 19 
Rave quiz contests on the most interesting facts "15 
Give reports to the class ,. 14 
•~ Tables XVII, XVIII and XIX show the order of selection for thir-
teen subject areas by S76 seventh grade c~ldren as a single group and 
as separate groups of boys ana· girls. 
Physical education, social studies and industrial arts showed up 
very favorablT on the coroposite. 
Homemaking did not rate as higbly as might be expected tor the 
girls because many of them selected physical edueation as a first choice 
with social studies, and homemaking following in that order. 
Industrial arts was the most popular subject with the bo,rs fol-
lowed closely by physical education and arithmetic. 
TABLE XVII 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCE AND NUMBER OF 
lST CHOICES OF S76 SEVENTH GRAD~ CHIUlREN · 
RANK SUBJECT NO. OF lST CHOICES 
l Peysical Education 176 
2 Social-studies 115 
3 Industa-ial Arts 110 
4 Arithmetic 101 
-5 Seienee 86 
6 ·_Art 66 
7 Homemaking 63 
8 Read.ing 50 
9 Language 39 
10 Mnsie 38 
ll Spelling 24 
12 Health Education 5 
1.3 Pemnansbip 3 
38 
Physical 
·Education 
20.1 
Graph r. 
Health 
__...------· _/Ed~~57 
37 
Graph I shows a comparison by per cent of the first choices of 
876 seventh grade children in various subject areas. Physical education 
holds a decided advantage with 20.1% followed by social studies and in-
dustrial arts with 13.1% and 12.6% respectively. Penmanship, health ed= 
ucation and spelling were the least popular of the thirteen possible 
subject areas. 
30 u 
TABLE XVIII 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCE AND NUMBER OF 
. 1ST CHOICES. OF 430 SEVENTH ~E BOYS 
RANK SUBJECT NO .. OF 1ST CHOICES 
1 Industrial Arts llO 
2 Phy"sical Education 96 
3 Arithmetic 6.3 
4 Science 54 
5 Social Studies 45 
6 Art 20 
7 Reading 14 
8 Language ll 
9 Spelling 7 
10 . · 1-fusic 6 
11 Health Education 4 
12.5 Pemnanship 0 
12.5 Homamaldng 0 
, ·. Graph. II · 
Ind. 
Arts. 
25.1 
Health 
·/Edue.. . 
0.9 
Arith. 
15 
Seienc·e 
10.5 
Reading------~~~-----
3.3 
39 
Graph II shows a comparison by per cent or· the first choices of 
430 seventh grade boys in various subject areas. The boys chose indus-
trial arts as their most.preferred. subject with 25.1% of the first choices· 
with phy-sical education close by with 22.4% •.. Arithmetic, social studies, 
and science were clustered tog~tber next ~ order of preference. Health 
edu.ca tion, msic and spelling were least popular. 
TABLE XIX 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCE AND NUMBER OF 
1ST. CHOIGES OF 446 SEVENTH ~E GIRLS 
RANK SUBJECT NO. OF 1ST CHOICES 
l Physical Education so 
2 Social Studies 70 
3 Homemaking 63 
4 Art 46 
5 Arithmetic · 38 
6 Reading 36 
7,.5. Music 32 
7·5 Science 32 
9 Language 28 
.10 Spelling 17 
11 PeDlll8llShip 3 
12. Health Education· 1 
13 Industrial Arts 0 
I 
40 
4 -'1 i: • ... · .. 
Physical 
Education· 
18 
Graph III 
Health 
/
. Educ. 
o.2 
Social 
Studies 
15.2 
Graph III shows a comparison b,y per cent of the first Choices of 
. 446 seventh grade girls in vari.ous subj~ct areas" Girls selected physi-
cal education as their most popular subject followed by social studies 
and homeinaking. Least popular subjects were. health . education 8.1ld pen-
:manshl.p. 
~· e 
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CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
• 
• 
CHAPTER V 
· SUMMARY AND CONULUSIONS 
Restatement ~ the Problem. The purpose o:t this survey has been · 
to discover the preferences of seventh grade children tor certain so-
. ·. 
cial studies activitiese A check list was used on which the students 
were able to show preferences in degree of first, second, and third 
choices of social studies activities and also the choice of their favor-
. ite subject• In this lD8Jlll.er, we were able to find the appeal of social 
studies in relationship to the school curriculum. 
Summary of the Procedure. The questionnaire which was used was 
very similar to one given to a group of fif'th graders in 1952, in a 
rapid:cy- growing residential town of over 46,000 population, in Oonnect-
i'b.1l::.t. The cheek list was made up o:t thirty-eight items on which the 
students were to indicate preferences by circling one of the following: 
X I have not done this 
L I like i.t very mch 
N I neither like nor dislike it 
D I dislike 1 t VfJry mch 
Subject preference was indicated by marking the· :first; second, 
and third subject best liked in the school work day. The student was 
also able to show the three most liked activities by' placing in front 
of three of the thirty-eight items, the numbersl, 2 and 3. 
There was no specified time limi.t on the check list and i:f the 
student needed help on any vague points, the teacher was allowed to 
• 
-~ 
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explain, so that the list c()U).d be properly done. This check list had 
an accompaeying page o:t: instructions for· the teacher to facilitate ad.-
mii:dstering it. 
This cheek list was given to 876 seventh. grade boys and girls in 
several small towns SUJ:Toundirig Boston. ·No definite groupings were se= 
lected, but a general cros.s section of the population in these areas 
was included .. 
Conclusions •. The conclusions of this survey are _limited to the 
information obtained .... The resu~ts ·CI.Ul be: help:.f'u.l. in gaining an insight 
on pupil reactions to activities in ~oeial EStudies. 
Some of the findings in this study- are: _ 
1. It was clearly defined that seeing f'ilms, filmstrips and 
. 
slides about the unit was the most popular social studies activity of 
both boys and girls~ 
2.' The second most popular activity with both boys and girls 
. . . 
was to take a trip to the lllllseum. in connection with the unit. 
3. Choices three through ten ~of boys and girls were different 
in order of' preference, but were substantial.l.y alike in type. These 
included making and studying maps, diseussions, learning new words, 
listening to reports and working on.committees. 
4. In a comparison with Duval t s1 . study the first two choices 
. . 
were in accord by decisive margins. The rest of the most popular ten 
activities in each report were in basic agreelllent, but the order of 
4p v 
selection varied. Conclusions· three and four may. suggest that students 
prefer a learning situation in which they have the opportunity to ob-
serve, absorb, and question all at the s8llle time. 
5. Most disliked activity for bqys and girls was to have a 
short test on the day's discussion. They were in basic agreement on 
the rest of the ten most disliked activities; but the order of selec-
tion varied once again. Activities involved were; give reports to the 
class; write summaries of important ideas;· give reports to the class; 
make individual outlines; write out answers to questions placed on the 
blackboard; have a test on the unit when it is finished. 
6. Conclusion five could suggest that the students disliked ac-
tivities which involve writing, and research• 
7. In expressing their choice of subject area boys showed a 
first preference for industrial arts with pbysical education, arithme-
tie, science and social studies following in that order. 
s. Girls chose as their first preference physical education, 
followed closely by social studies, homemaking, art, arithmetic, and 
reading. 
9. Conclusions seven and eight would appear to show that the 
most popular subjects were those involving motor responses. 
10. Some individual schools did not follow the overall pattern. 
Factors responsible for this would be superior or inferior teachers in 
a particular area; good or poor facilities for a certain area, etc. 
Implications !9£ teaching. 1. One of the most popular activi-
ties being a trip to the ooseum., we should make every possible use of 
this as a motivating factor in teaching social studies. 
2. Children liked and chose most often seeing film and film-
strips. Today with our television program appeal we can incorporate 
through educational channels interesting and enlightening adventures. 
49 
3. The committee or project assignment held a high place of 
appeal to children. This togetherness gives the pupil a teamwork effect. 
This type of activity is very useful in teaching a slower group of chil-
dren if' you have one oil two advanced children working with them. 
4. Question guides and outlines. Dtad,e by the class for study 
were most disliked by the . children. This ·lack of appeal which we must 
overcome in teaching social studies may have two reasons. This might 
have been a busy type work used by the teacher or it may show tb&t chil-
dren do not like that ~qqiet and sit" classroom attitude. 
5. Children showed a dislike tor tests which suggests that maey 
still fear this method of evaluation. Maybe with a better method of 
grouping of students and gearing tests to their abilities to prevent 
this feeling of continual failure for some and almost certain failure 
for others we can m&ke gains in this direction. 
6. The children showed an. enormous range of interests. In order 
to cope with these individual differences our programs should include a 
multitude of various activities and materials. 
Recommendations ~ further stUdY.. 1. This check list could be 
gi van to children in a different part of the country-. This might show 
a comparison of different geographical areas in relationship to social 
studies activities. 
• 
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2,. This eheck list lld.ght be given to a group of gifted children · 
in the .same grade level. 
3. This same check list, if. presented a certain number of years 
later could act as a measurement for the changing likes and dislikes of 
social studies activities and subject preferences. 
4. A pupil survey ·of why they like certain activities and not 
others would be very helpful in providing a more. motivating social 
studies currieulum• This could be done by interview or questionnaire. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES PREFERENCES SURVEY 
To the Seventh Gre.de Teachers: 
Social studies preference survey-s for Va.rious grades have been 
carried on several times in .previous years. 
This acco~ check list is geared to ascertain seventh grade 
preferences for social studies in several communities surrounding Bos-
ton. · 
54 
·The following directions should be e.dequate in most cases, for ad-
ministering the check list. 
1. The subject .preference is to be indicated by" numbering 1, 2, or 
3 for first, second, or third place. 
2. Activities in teaching the social studies should be indicated 
by circling one of the following: 
X - I have not done this 
L - I like it ·very- much 
N ~ I neither like nor dislike it 
D :.. I di·slike it very- much 
3. Having completed section two, the pupils _are to mark with .l the 
best liked activity, with 6, second. choice, and J the third preference. 
All thirty-eight items should· be considered while makl ng choices. The 
numbers 1 1 ·.a, and 3 should be placed in the colUJD11 in front of the nnm-
ber for the items. 
Accuracy of this survey depends upon the completion of all three 
sections and circling of either bo;y or girl. 
There is no time limit on the check list but fifteen minutes should 
. suffice. 
These f'orms will. travel the same chennel.s to and f'rom y-ou and to 
expedite processing of' them, it would. be greatl¥ appreciated if they-
could be completed and returned by December 12, 1958. I thank y-ou f'or 
your interest and assistance in this project. 
November, 1958 
Michael Cosentino 
Seminar in Social Studies 
Boston University 
~ 
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CIRCLE: BOY OR GIRL 
DO' THIS. SECOND. 
In the section below, put a. circle .around the letter which tells 
how y~u feel about each way of working ih social studies. 
X I have not done this 
L · I like · it very ·much. 
N I neither like nor dislike it 
D I dislike it very much 
( ) 1. Use the same social studies book that each child in 
the class has .•... .' •.••..•. •.•·····~~················· X L N D 
( ) 2. Use many different books. in social s:tudies ••••• ~ ••• X L N D 
( ) 
.3. Work by myself on·an assignment •••••••••••••••••••• X L N D 
( ) 4. Work in colliiDittees on a project or assignment •••••• X L N D 
( ) ;. Prepare reports tor the class ••••••••• ~ •••••••••••• X L N D 
( ) 6. Give reports to the class •••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••• X L N D 
( ) 7. Listen to rep.orts .. .................................. X L N D 
( ) 8. Bave quiz contests on the most interesting facts ••• X L N D 
'1S ....... 
:~ { ) 9~ Have short tests on the day's discussion ••••••••••• X L N D 
{ ) 10. Bave a test on the unit when it is finished •••••••• X L N D 
( ) ll. I..earn new words ..................................... X L N D 
( ) 12. Study ma.ps of the country being talked about ••••••• X L N D 
( ) 13. Draw a map and show products, in:i.portant cities, etc.X L N D 
( ) 14 .. Fill in an outline ma.p ···················~········ X L N D 
( ) 15. Make a relief map, using materials such as salt, 
tl011r, etc •.. ....•.•.• · ............................... X L N D 
( ) 16,. Read social studies and. answer questions made by 
the -teacher • ......................................... X L N D 
( ) 17. Read social studies and answer questions made by 
·t~ pllpils • ......... ~ •..•....•.•••••.•...••..•..•.•..•. X L N D 
( ) JS. Use a question guide made bw the class for study ••• X L N D 
( ) 19. Use an outline made by the class for study. • • • • • • • • X L N D 
{ ) 20. Make individual outlines for study ••••••••••••••••• X L N D 
{ ) 21. Write out answers to question placed on the 
bla~kboard. • •••• · •••.•••••..••.•••• w • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • X L N D 
( ) 22. Write summaries of important ideas ••••••••••••••••• X L N D 
{ ) 23. Make up your own stories about the unit •••••••••••• X L N D 
< L24. Make up plays aboil.t interesting happenings ••••••••• X L N D 
( ) 25. Dramatize important events studied in a unit ••••••• X L N D 
{ ) 26. Find a play and act it out ••••••••••••••••••••••••• X L N D 
( ) 27. Collect pictures, poems,· and stories to go with . 
the. unit •••••.•••.• .... · •••..••••••••. ~ .............. X L N D 
( ) 28. Make exhibits to go with the study ••••••••••••••••• X L N D 
( ) 29. Study exhibits which go with the unit •••••••••••••• X L N D 
( ) 30. Make individual booklets. on the unit ••••••••••••••• X L N D 
~ 
( ) 31. Make a class booklet about the unit •••••••••••••••• X L N D 
• ' 
• 
( ) 32. Draw pictures to illustrate the unit ••••••••••••••• X 
( ) 33. Work with a group on a mural or picture •••••••••••• X 
( ) 34. Have discussions led b.y classmates ••••••••••••••••• X 
( ) 35. See films, filmstrips, a.lld ·slides about the unit ••• X 
( ) 36. Discuss films, filmstrips and slides about the 
unit ................ •.•-• ............. e: ••••• · •••••••••••• X 
( ) 37. Take a trip to the museum in connection with unit ••. X 
( ) 38. Construct models of interesting things studied ••••• X 
DO THIS THIRD -- Go back over these items., Choose that which 
you. like best to do in studying social studies, and in the 
column in front of the numbers 
Pu.t 1 before your first choice 
Put 2_ before your second choice 
Put 3 before your third choice 
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L }l D 
L N D 
L N D 
L N D 
L N D. 
L N D 
L. N D 
